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THE BEAN COUNTER  
by Alice Mary Cooper  
 
Joyfully interactive clown comedy from Alice Mary Cooper, 'a truly inspired clown' 
(ArtsHub.co.uk) who is 'jawbreakingly hilarious' (Rip It Up). 
 
Competitions are serious business. Jellybean counting contests are considerably 
competitive. And serious. And official.  
 
The 351st Regular Recurring Edinburgh Jellybean Counting Competition Final is 
about to begin. Have a guess. Take a seat. Feel the suspense. Who will win? This 
Official is officially officiating. Authorised by authorities. Favoured by the federation.  
 
For official human beans aged 5 and over. 
 
Programming 
The Bean Counter is about the Official of a jelly bean counting competition. It is a 
character comedy about a ‘jobsworth’ who uses some unusual counting methods to 
count how many beans are in a jar. 

The show is highly improvisatory and can be adapted to suit a range of audiences 
and settings- including cabaret style, evening events, children’s events and ‘club’ 
pop ups.   
 

Reviews for the artist:  
“A born storyteller” (West Australian). 
“A truly inspired clown” (ArtsHub.co.uk)  
“Jawbreakingly hilarious” (Rip It Up)  
 



THE BEAN COUNTER Tour Pack 

 
 

 
Development  
The show began as a scratch at the Clown Cabaret Scratch Night at the Assembly 
Roxy 2015 and has since been performed in a variety of settings including at the 
Edinburgh International Children’s Festival Opening Weekend 2017, On the Edge 
Festival at Birmingham Rep 2016, Babaró Children’s Theatre Festival 2017 in 
Galway, and Imaginate Scratch Night 2016. 

A short period of development took place in autumn 2017 at Graffiti Theatre, Cork.  
In 2018 it has been presented as part of Edinburgh International Children’s Festival’s 
Opening Weekend, Hidden Door Festival and Adelaide Fringe.   
 

Basic Touring information (Technical specification available on request)  
Scale of venue: small scale 
Capacity: up to 150 
Company size: 2 on the road 
Running time: 45min (no interval) 
Description: Physical, improvised   
Minimum stage area: 5m wide x 3m deep x 3m height (ideally 10m x 6m)  
Lighting: General wash + several specials 
Sound: PA system required  
Get-in: 4 hours with pre-rig (low tech versions possible) / Get-out: 30 minutes   
 
 
More information, video & images 
Waves at alicemarycooper.com – www.alicemarycooper.com/the-bean-counter  
 
 
About Alice Mary Cooper  
Alice is an Edinburgh based actor, clown and theatre-maker.  She is passionate 
about environmental sustainability and making work that has this at its heart. 

Alice devises and performs performance works with a strong character, comedic and 
physical focus and often collaborates with other artists. As one part of Snap Elastic 
theatre company she is currently co-creating Puffin, touring this Autumn with IAP. 
Her show, Waves (“a miniaturist gem” The Observer) has toured extensively. Alice is 
developing two new works, Blue Cow – a project about our relationship to land and 
what happens when that land is contaminated; and The Kelly’s Bush Gang, about 
the world's first Green Ban. www.alicemarycooper.com 
 

For further information, please contact:  
Mhari Robinson at mharirobinson@gmail.com or call/text +44 (0) 7534 942 255   

http://www.alicemarycooper.com/the-bean-counter
http://www.alicemarycooper.com/

